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An American portrait, a multi-faceted vision fashioned from the interaction 
of a people with the land to which they laid claim, is brought vividly to life 
in an exhibition of 70 great paintings by American artists opening September 8 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art and continuing on view through October 10, 1976. 

Entitled Heritage and Horizon; American Painting 1776-1976 . the exhibition 
is a Bicentennial tribute to the creative accomplishments of American painting 
from the Revolution to the present decade. Organized jointly by the Cleveland 
Museum, the Albright -Knox Art Gallery in Buffalo, the Detroit Institute of Arts, 
and the Toledo Museum of Art, the show has been assembled from the collections 
of the four neighboring institutions. 

Each of the collections has its particular strengths in American art, 
developed through local interests, collectors, and museum scholars. In the 
exhibition they mesh together to provide a particularly rich historical presen- 
tation of the development of painting in this country, and, at the same time, 
often afford unexcelled insight into entire periods or aspects of the nation's 
life . 

Beginning with Charles Willson Peale's George Washington at the Battle 
of Princeton of 1779-80, and ending with Richard Estes' Tenney's of 1974, the 
exhibition includes work by 68 artists. 
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From the first half of the 19th century come portraits by Gilbert Stuart 
and Rembrandt Peale; landscapes by Thomas Cole, Frederic Church, and Asher 
Durand; genre paintings by William S. Mount, George Caleb Bingham, and Thomas 
Le Clear. 

The Post-Civil War years saw the emergence of the Independents: Winslow 
Homer, Thomas Eakins, James McNeill Whistler, Mary Cassatt; and two of America's 
most remarkable still life painters, John Peto and William Harnett -- all well 
represented in the exhibition. 

From the early decades of the 20th century there are paintings of the 
American urban scene by "ashcan" artists George Bellows, John Sloan, and 
George Luks, and the bold canvases of the first American modernists -- Marsden 
Hartley, Arthur Dove, Charles Demuth and Georgia O'Keeffe. 

The 1940s and 1950s were the years of Abstract Expressionism, and 
important work by such innovators as Arshile Gorky, Jackson Pollock, Willem 
de Kooning and Clyfford Still can be seen in the exhibition. From the 1960s 
come the "pop" images of Robert Rauschenberg, Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein 
and the color field canvases of Kenneth Noland, Ellsworth Kelly and Morris 
Louis . 

A fully-illustrated 84-page catalogue with nine color plates, containing 
biographies of the artists and descriptive entries on each of the paintings, 
accompanies the exhibition ($5.00 softbound). 

Heritage and Horizon will be installed in the special exhibitions gallery 
on the Museum's first floor. Admission is free. 
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Complementing the exhibition is a selection of letters, diaries, drawings 
and photographs of some 50 artists represented in Heritage and Horizon . Installed 
on the classroom level. The Words and Thoughts of American Artists 1776-1976 has 
been assembled by the Smithsonian Institution's Archives of American Art. 

A group of lectures related to the exhibition also has been planned. The 
first, entitled American Painting from Independence to Expansion , will be given 
by David C. Huntington of the University of Michigan on the evening of the preview 
for Museum members (Tuesday, September 7). 

A four-lecture series will follow on Wednesday evenings, September 8 through 
September 29, at 7:30 p.m. All will be given by Ronnie Zakon of the Art History 
and Education Department, and are open to the public free of charge. 

Gallery talks on the exhibition also will be held each day at 1:30 p.m. 
frcm September 8 through September 15. They will be repeated at 1:30 p.m. on 
September 29 and October 3. Further aspects of American painting will be explored 
in an audio-visual program which will be screened daily from September 12 through 
October 10 in the Audio-Visual Center. 

The exhibition premiered at the Albright -Knox Art Gallery this spring, 
and subsequently has been shown at the Detroit and Toledo Museums. It is 
supported by a generous grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. A further 
grant to the Cleveland showing has been made by the Ohio Arts Council. 

# # # # 


For additional information or photographs, please contact Frances Stamper, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



